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Abstract 
 
 Minister of the Reformed Church in America (RCA), pastor, 
prolific author, executive for the RCA, and Executive Director 
National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel.  The collection 
includes addresses, articles, sermons and books that he published. 
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Provenance:               Isaac C. Rottenberg  
Donor:                       Isaac C. Rottenberg and John Rottenberg 
Processed by:            Catherine Jung, May 2007  
             Elton J. Bruins, 2010-2011 
 
Biography 
 
 Isaac C. Rottenberg, born in London, England, the son of naturalized United States 
citizens, grew up in the Netherlands.  His father was raised in a Hasidic rabbinic family who 
converted to Christianity.  His mother grew up in a Dutch Calvinist family. 
 During the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands (1940-1945), several members of the 
Rottenberg family were imprisoned because of anti-Nazi activities.  Rottenberg’s father died in 
the concentration camp at Mauthausen. He, himself, spent several years in hiding on a farm in 
the province of Friesland. 
 After World War II, Isaac Rottenberg studied law at the University of Leiden and, in 
1948, he and his wife Malwina settled in the United States, where he earned a degree in theology 
at New Brunswick Theological Seminary.  He received a scholarship to study at Rutgers 
University School of Journalism and a World Council of Churches grant to do special research at 
the University of Utrecht under the mentorship of professor Arnold A. van Ruler. 
 Rottenberg has had broad experience in ecumenical relations and Christian-Jewish 
dialogue.  A minister of the Reformed Church in America, he has served as a local pastor, 
lecturer in theology, and as his denomination’s director of communications, 1968-1978.  He 
participated in ecumenical conferences across the world, and served as the first chairperson of 
the National Council of Churches Office on Christian-Jewish relations.  As the executive director 
of the National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel, Rottenberg was in regular contact 
with leaders in the mainline churches and the Roman Catholic Church, as well as evangelical 
communities.  He also has had wide personal contract with Jewish organizational leaders and 
scholars.  He was, for many years, a member of the Christian Scholars Group on Judaism and the 
Jewish People, and was active in the Hebraic Heritage Christian Center, an Atlanta-based agency 
devoted to increasing awareness among church members of the Judaic roots of their faith. 
 Rottenberg has written extensively for numerous magazines, journals and newspapers 
(Protestant, Catholic and Jewish).  His books and translations have been published by 
Westminster Press, Eerdmans Publishing Company, St. Andrews Press (Edinburgh) and Hebraic 
Heritage Press.  For additional articles and information visit isaacrottenberg.com. 
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 In 1998, Isaac and Malvina Rottenberg moved to Denver, Colorado, in order to be near to 
one of their children.  He passed away June 28, 2010. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection is particularly rich in correspondence that includes a wide range of 
ministers and members of the Reformed Church in America as well as many other individuals 
such as Hendrikus Berkhof, Gabriel Fackre, Gary Hart, Franklin Littell, William Loeb, Richard 
J. Mouw, Richard Neuhaus, George P. Schultz, Jim Wallis, Elie Wiesel, and Nicholas 
Woltersdorff.  Since Isaac saved some of his sermon manuscripts, his sermons collection is 
almost complete that he preached during his last pastorate in the Bushkill Reformed Church, 
Bushkill, Pennsylvania.  His brilliant intellect is reflected in his wide range of books and articles 
that he wrote during his entire career beginning with his student days in seminary.  Due to his 
dismissal by Dr. Arie Brouwer from his communication position in the headquarters of the RCA 
in the Interchurch Center, Manhattan, New York, he fought what he considered was his unfair 
treatment by the denomination.  His search for justice figured in his thinking and writing to the 
end of his life. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
Biographical Files 
 Awards and Certificates, 1947-2004 
 Bibliography, 1953-1997 
 Biographical Obituary, Rottenberg, Mrs. John, n.d. 
 Biography, Rottenberg, Ds. Johannes, 1890-1942 
 Biographical information of Isaac Rottenberg 
 Clippings, 1955-2002 
 Essay, “My Journey as an RCA Maverick, 2010 
 Memorial Service of Isaac Rottenberg, Bushkill, Pennsylvania, August 1, 2010 
  (includes disc) 
Order of worship for the Marriage Covenant of Gloria Ellen Hoek and John Alter Mendel 
Rottenberg, January 22, 1972 
Oudersluys, Richard C., “A Tribute to the Life and Work of the Rev. Isaac Rottenberg,” 
2002 
 Pastoral Record Book, 1954-1997 
 Photographs, n.d. 
 Rottenberg Coat of Arms 
 Rottenberg/Boender Family Reunions, 1995-2004 
 Student paper, “Theocratic Thoughts by A. A. Van Ruler,” Hope College, 1952 
Tabaksblatt, S. P., Autobiography, (1902-1992) 
 
Topical 
 Address, “Ecumenicity:  Learning to Live with the Consequences,” 1985 
 Articles 
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  General, n.d.  
Anti-Defamation League Bulletin, 1978 
  The Catholic World, 1968 
  Christian Century, 1977-1989 
  The Christian Herald, 1968 
  Christianity Today, 1980-1983 
  Church Herald, 1956-1983 
  Crisis, 1995 
  Denver Post, 2000 
  Ecumenical Courier, 1973 
  First Things, 1992 
  Gravenhaagse Kerkbode, 1958 
  Journal of Ecumenical Studies, 1992-2000 
  Learn Incorporated, 1969 
  The Lutheran, 1968 
  Lutheran Forum, 1993 
  The Lutheran Journal, 1969 
  Moment, 1978 
Onderweg Uitgave van Protestantse Wijkgemeente ‘Duinzicht Kerk/Vredes Kapel, 
2010 (translation by Malvina Rottenberg) 
  New Brunswick Theological Seminary Bulletin, 1957 
  The Other Side, 1976 
  Perspectives, 1992-2001 
  Pioneer, 1953-1970 
  Presbyterian Life, 1968 
  Pro Ecclesia, 1994-1995 
  Pulpit, 1964 
  Reformed Journal, 1977-1982 
  Reformed Record, 1980 
  Reformed Review, 1958-1966 
  Reformed World, 1977-1978 
  Restore, n.d. 
  Seventh Angel, 1985 
  Sojourners, 1976 
  Western Seminary Bulletin, 1953 
  Worldview, 1976-1979 
 Bulletin, National Leadership Conference for Israel, 1992 
 Essay 
  “Finding my Fathers,” by Dan Rottenberg, n.d. 
  “Israel Theology in the Context of Kingdom Theology, 1985   
  “Peacemaking Or Political Manipulation?” n.d. 
  “RCA vs ICR:  My Version Re:  Dismissal, 1977 
“Tendencies and Trends in a Century of Theological Education at Western 
Theological Seminary,” 1966 
  “Upholding the Law of God,” 2009 
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“Why Do We Have Such a Hard Time Debating Issues in our Denomination?” ca. 
1994 
 General 
Bushkill Reformed Church, Pa., correspondence, bulletin and sermon, 1990-2009 
The Coventry Case on the ‘Adam Question,’ 1960; pamphlet and correspondence, 
1960-1963  
  Critique of the Belhar Confession, 2009 
  Dismissal from the RCA, 1977-1978 (3 folders) 
  Editorial, Manchester Union Leader, 1978 
  Embassy of Israel, invitation, 1987 
  Festival of Evangelism, Detroit, Michigan, 1970 
  Foundations and Perspectives of Confession, 1955 
  Funeral Service for Anita Felucci, 1996 
  Hebraic Heritage Christian Center Brochure, n.d. 
  National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel, 1981-1987 
  New Shrewsbury Reformed Church, New Jersey, 1958-1968 
  “Het OorlogsgedinKraaw in de Duinzicht Kerk,” n.d. 
  “Reveal Christ Anew,” [1973?] 
  “Reconciliation In a Broken World,” Daily Devotions, 1970 
  Shoemaker, Dennis E., “We Are A People of Faith,…, 1970 
Spoolstra, Franklin E., “Dr. Franklin E. Spoolstra v. Particular Synod of 
Chicago,” n.d. and papers 
  Trifa, Bishop Valerian, papers, 1973-1987 (2 folders) 
 Red Mountain Associates logo artwork, n.d. 
 Reviews 
American Religious Democracy Coming to Terms with the End of Secular 
Politics, 2009 
  Opening the Covenant:  A Jewish Theology of Christianity, 2008 
 Writings 
  “Ecumenicity:  Learning to Live with the Consequences,” n.d. 
  “Israel, the Nations, and the coming of God’s Kingdom,” n.d., (87 pages) 
  “Live Dangerously!  Musings on the Christian Ministry,” ca. 1996 
 
Box 2 
 
 Correspondence-General 
  1955-2007 (6 folders) 
  1997-2004 via e-mail 
  2005-2010 via e-mail 
 Correspondence with Publishers 
  1962-1995 (2 folders) 
  Re: his book, The Turbulent Triangle:  Christians, Jews, and Israel, 1989-1992 
  Re:  his book, Redemption and Historical Reality, 1964-1965 
  Re:  his book, The Promise and the Presence, 1979-1982 
Correspondence relating to his position as Secretary of Promotion and Communication of 
the RCA, 1974, 1975, and 1976 
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 Correspondence, other 
  Anker, Roy, 1977 
  Atwood, Donner B., 1974-1975 
  Beardslee, John W. III, 1980 
  Benes, Louis H., Jr., 1961-1974 
  Berkhof, Hendrikus, 1952(?)-1980 
  Bestebreurtje, Arie D., 1964 
  Bishop, Edward H., 1957 
  Bosch, Randall B., 1978 
  Boslooper, Thomas, ca. 1960-1992 
  Bossenbroek, Albertus G., 1967-1979 
  Brouwer, Arie R., 1975 
  Brown, George Jr., 1977 
  Brown, Harold, 1975 
  Bruggers, Glenn, 1975 
  Bruggink, Donald J., 1977-2009 
  Bruins, Elton J., 1965 
  Brunsting, Bernard R., 1977-1978 
  Cargas, Harry James, n.d. 
  Charnin, Robert A., 1975-1980 
  Cook, James I., 1980-1981 
  Daane, James, 1979-1980 
Dean, Harold R., 1968 
  De Jong, Jerome, 1991-1997 
  Dethmers, Vernon L., 1969 
  de Velder, Marion, 1967-1978 
  Douma, George K., 1974 
  Dykstra, D. Ivan, 1958-1998 
  Dykstra, J. Dean, [ca. 1968]   d 
  Eelman, James C., 1956   
  Eenigenburg, Elton M., 1959-1961 
  Englund, Harold N., 1956-2000 
  Fackre, Gabriel, 1994-2009 
  Falkenberg, J. W. 1956-1957 
  Flystra, Daniel H., 1981 
  Garr, John, 2003-2009 
  Hageman, Howard G., 1956-1979 
  Hanhart, Karel, 1976-1996 
  Harrison, J. Robert R., 1966 
  Hart, Gary, 1984 
  Haverkamp, Harold J., 1958 
  Heideman, Eugene P., 1956-1957 
  Henninges, Robert W., 1978-1983 
  Hesselink, I. John, Jr., 1980 
  Heyenga, Calvin W., 1980 
Hicks, Donald E., 1979 
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  Hoekstra, Harvey, 1975-1980 
  Hoffs, Marvin D., 1997 
  Hoffman, James E., 1957-1959 
  Hoffman, Milton J., 1956-1963 
  Hostetter, Paul S., 1957-2009 
  Howard, William, 1975 
  Jacobson, John H., 1991 
  James, M. Stephen, 1958 
  Jamison, Wallace N., 1964-1968 
  Janssen, Allan, 1993-1998 
  Japinga, Jeffrey, 1993 
  Jewett, Paul K., 1977 
  Kaiser, Christopher B., 1998 
  Kalkwarf, Len, 1977 
  Kleis, Carl M., 1964-1976 
  Kooy, Vernon H., 1966 
  Kushner, Steven C., 1989 
  Kuyper, Lester J., 1955-1961 
  Littell, Franklin H., 1990-1991 
  Loeb, William, 1978-1981 
  Luben, Herman E., 1977-1979 
  Ludlun, John H. and DeWitt, John R., n.d. 
  Marcus, Beth E., 1967-1993 
  Mathonnet-VanderWell, Stephen, 1995 
  McCord, James I., 1963-1983 
  Morris, Charles D., 1978 
  Mouw, Richard J., 1976 
  Mulder, Edwin G., 1971-1978 
  Neuhaus, Richard, 1978 
  Opmeer, John J., 1968 
  Osterhaven, M. Eugene, 1967-1995 
  Oudersluys, Richard C., 1957-1966 
  Paulsen, Peter, 2005 
  Ponstein, Lambert J., 1956-1998 
  Pontier, Raymond J., 1973 
  Poppen, Alvin J., 1994 
  Rhem, Richard A., 1975-1996 
  Ridder, Herman J., 1969-2000 
  Rivera, Raymond, 1975 
  Rylaarsdam, J. Coert, 1979 
  Schultz, George P., 1987 
  Schuppert, Mildred, 1964 
  Schut, Harold J., 1972-1975 
  Shoemaker, Dennis E., 1977 
  Stackhouse, Max, 1973 
  Stapert, John, 1974-1995 
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  Steere, Douglas V., 1965 
  Sterk, Vernon, 1977 
  Tabaksblat, S., 1975 
  Tenhor, Adrian, 1975 
  ten Zythoff, Gerrit J., 1964-1978 
  Thomas, Norman Edwin, 1977 
  Vander Haar, Delbert, 1978 
  Vander Kolk, Justin, 1955-1978 
  Vander Lugt, Gerrit T., 1957-1958 
  Vander Werf, Calvin A., 1968 
Vander Werff, Lyle, 1975 
Van Dyk, Gerard, 1964 
Van Elderen, Marlin, 1978-1982 
Van Heest, Gerard, n.d. 
Van Hoven, Donald, 1975-1996 
van Lummel, Arnold J., 1958 
Van Malsen, Bert, 1964 
Van Wyk, Kenneth, 1976 
Wallis, Jim, 1975 
Walvoord, Christian H., 1968-1970 
Weiss, Raymond, 1989 
Wiesel, Elie, 1983 
Wissink, Charles Joy, 1974-2006 
Wolterstorff, Nicholas, 1983-2009 
Zabriskie, Everett L. III, 1978-1986 
 
Box 3 
 
 Sermons 
  “Salvation Means Wholeness and Health,” 1962 
  “Heritage and Hope,” 1993 
  “May I Disturb You?” 1962 
  October, 1989-December, 1989 
  January-June, 1990 
  July-December, 1990 
  January-December, 1991 
  January-December, 1992 
  January-June, 1993 
  July-December, 1993 
  January-June, 1994 
  July-December, 1994 
  January-June, 1995 
  July-December, 1995 
  January-June, 1996 
  July-December, 1996 
  January-July, 1997 
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 Disc 
 Christian-Jewish Dialogue:  Bridging the Gulf, 2008 
 
 
Box 4 
 
 Books 
 The Turbulent Triangle:  Christians, Jews, Israel:  A Personal-Historical 
 Account, Hawley, Pennsylvania, 1989 
 Redemption and Historical Reality, Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1964 
  The Church Inside Out, Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1964 
  The Promise and the Presence:  Toward a Theology of the Kingdom of God:   
   William B. Eerdman Publishing Company, 1980 
 Protestant-Catholic Marriages:  Interpreted by Pastors & Priests, Edinburgh:   
  The Saint Andrew Press, 1967 
 Jewish Christians in an Age of Christian-Jewish Dialogue, a festschrift printed  
  privately by his friends, 1995 
 Christian-Jewish Dialogue:  Exploring Our Commonalities and Our Differences,  
  Atlanta, Georgia:  Hebraic Heritage Press, 2005 
 Judaism, Christianity, Paganism:  A Judeo-Christian Worldview and Its Cultural  
  Implications, Atlanta, Georgia:  Hebraic Heritage Press, 2007  
          
 
  
